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Our Journey through South Eastern Turkey

Fuel Cost: 
~ 4.15 TL ($1.70CDN)
per litre (Diesel)

Accommodations 

Cost: 
Camped in secluded 
spots without facilities,
Hotel in Hatay & Mardin 
averaging 160TL  
($65.00CDN)/night

Food & Drink Cost: 
Self suicient.  
Groceries from the local 
supermarket

Exchange Rate: 
1.00 TL = $0.41 CDN 

Border Formality 

Costs:
Extra 3rd Party Liability 
Insurance for the Asian 
side of Turkey (3-months 
for 300TL or $123CDN)

Country: Turkey

Duration: November 02 to 09, 2016

Distance Traveled within the Country: ~5500km

Memorable Impressions:
As always a truely enjoyable trip.  The further east we travel the more 
engulfed one gets in the culture and history of the ancient civilizations 
that used to call this land home.  Over the years we have seen a 
signiicant portion of Turkey, especially the more remote places, but 
there is still so much more.  It seems we just scratched the surface.  
The part we love about this country is its friendly people, great food, 
diverse landscape and amazing historical sites.  Especially eastern 
Turkey still remains a hidden gem where the Kurdish, Yezidi, Christian 
and Syrian cultures merge. There are many memorable moments, 
but the highlights were deinitely the World Class Mosaic Museums in 
Hatay and in Gaziantep and the almost perfectly intact Roman Road 
mendering its way for kilometers and kilometers over the hills just 
north of Adana. 
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Leaving Kalkan, Turkey to pick up the Truck in Greece

O
ctober 14, 2016:  Leaving early in the morning from our 

home in Kalkan, Turkey, Ruby rides the 950km with the 

BMWR1200GS to Alexandroupoli, Greece to pick up the 

Toyota which is parked at the Municipal Campsite since February 

2016.  Arriving just before sunset it is enough time to shop for some 

groceries at Lidl and pop up the tent roof for a good night sleep.

Crossing the Dardanelles in Turkey from Lapseki to Gelibolu and arriving in Alexandroupoli, Greece
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O
ctober 15 & 16, 2016:  Leaving the motorcycle covered 
in the secured fenced of area of the campsite, I leave with 
the truck for Turkey.  Entrance into Turkey with the vehicle 

is no issues.  Though having the Green Card Insurance it is valid 
only for the European portion of Turkey.  Buying extra 3rd Party 
Insurance for the Asian side of Turkey is simple and a 3-month 
period cost approximately 300TL, paid in cash.  The fastest route 
to Kalkan is along the western coastline, heading south again on 
the Gallipoli peninsula and taking the 30 minute ferry across from 
Gallipoli to Lapseki.  Making good time it seems that it was possible 
to reach Kalkan before nightfall.  Upon picking up the truck I had 
noticed a vibrating in the steering wheel which seemed more than 
usual.  100km north of Izmir a driver gets my attention by honking 
and pointing to the rear end of the Toyota.  Stopping at the closest 
gas station the driver of the car also stops to take a closer look at 
the left rear wheel which he indicates wobbles and needs tightening.  
He pulls out a couple of tools and gets on tightening the nuts of the 
wheel.  Within a couple of hundred meters it is clear that it is a more 
serious problem.  Pulling onto a side road, the fellow who originally 

tightened the wheel nuts gets busy removing the wheel and right 
away we can see oil around the hub.  Normally caused by worn 
wheel bearings and seal.  The fellow ensures me not to worry and 
that a ix would only take a couple of hours.  Removing the bearing 
and retaining collar also conirms that the shaft is not damaged/
bend, he is of into town to see if we can ind a shop to replace the 
bearings in the existing retaining collar.  However it is not as simple 
as the wheel bearing and its retaining collar are a press-it onto the 
axle shaft.  In the end we replace the entire housing complete with 
wheel bearings and retaining collar.  I am back on the road within a 
couple of hours and 1200TL poorer.  In the western World this would 
have been a minimum 3-day ordeal from the tow truck to the shop 
and actually performing the work.  Not to mention the cost of it.  It 
was clear that making it to Kalkan in one day would not be possible.  
Instead I took the exit to Ephesus and parks the truck on the beach 
watching the sun set.  At the restaurant after some Köfte, the owner 
sits down and we play a couple of games of Backgammon.  The next 
days drive from Ephesus (Selcuk) to Kalkan is thankfully uneventful 
and takes only ive (5) hours.

Only a couple hours after crossing the Dardanelles in Turkey, trouble with the rear wheel

Leaving the Motorcycle in Greece and returning with the Truck to Turkey
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On the side of the highway a 

couple of Turkish men replace 

the rear wheel bearings, seal and 

hub of the Truck in 2-hrs
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Setting up camp at the Beach close to Ephesus, watching the sun set and ending the day 

with playing Backgammon and enjoying Turkish Cofee

Arriving in Kalkan
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SYEDRA  
An ancient Roman city which started minting its irst coins in the period of Tiberius (AD 14-37) 

and continued until the period of Gallienus (AD 253-268)

N
ovember 02, 2016:  From Kalkan we take the D-400 

coastal road to Antalya and onwards to the ancient Roman 

site of Syedra, approximately 20 km west of Alanya.  The 

site located on a hill top is reached via a steep road from the D-400, 

which winds its way through Banana plantations.   The ruins at 

Syedra date from the Roman Empire, but underwater indings at 
the nearby port indicate settlements as far back as the Bronze 

Age.  The site consists of a upper city located approximately 400m 

above sea level on Asar Tepe and a lower city developed along the 

southwestern inclined slopes of the hill. The site has recently gotten 

a face lift and the pathway leading to the colonnaded road and main 

buildings are brand new with benches located every 50m on the 

uphill stairs.  The parking lot has an amazing view of the sea and 

perfect to set up camp for the night.  With a glass of red wine we join 
another Turkish fellow and watch the sunset.
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Western City Gate

The ruins consist of Colonnaded Street, Large Bath, Cistern & Tombs

Watching the sun set with a glass of wine
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N
ovember 03, 2016:  This time of the year we get both the 

sunset and sunrise over the sea, a perfect way to wake 

up.  From Syedra we continue east on the D-400 to another 

much larger ancient city called Anemurium, located on the outskirts 

of the modern town of Anamur.  Most of the ruins date from the 

Roman and Byzantine era.  The necropolis is massive with stone 

buildings scattered along the hillside.  The highlight of the site is the 

bath complex with the necropolis and town walls in the background.  

We have the entire site to ourselves, being in the of-season, most 
sites are empty.  Further along the D-400 we stop for breakfast at 

a pull-out with a couple of tables and benches.  Breakfast we had 

picked up in the previous town which consists of a Chicken Kebab 

Sandwich.  Within minutes we are joined by a local old man, who 
shares with us some homemade very sweet and sugary treat.  In 

the town of Aydıncık we stop to see the famous Kelenderis Mosaic 
unearthed in 1992.  The mosaic depicts a medieval harbor, two 

vessels and a part of the city.  The entire site is fenced of and 
pad-locked.  Locals direct us to the Aydıncık Belediyesi (Local 
Government Building) to see if we can get a key to enter the site.  At 

the Belediyesi, we were irst served tea while they were looking for 
a translator.  After a few minutes we had gotten our request across 

and everyone was on their cell phone to see if they could ind the 
person with the key to the site.  We were out of luck, but meanwhile 
they gave us a brochure in Turkish to a cave close by that they 

recommended to visit. Gilindire Cave, also known as Aynalıgöl 
Cave was discovered by a shepherd in 1999. It dates back to the 

ice age. The fossil cave whose entrance is situated on a slope 

at 45m above the shore has stalactites, stalagmites and column 

formations as well as rare features such as cave pearls, travertine 

and showerhead stalactites.  The government has spent a lot of 

money to make the cave easily accessible without taking away from 

the natural setting.  The path inside the cave ends at the Aynalıgöl 
(Mirror Lake).  Back on the coastal road we continue to Silifke and 

then north into the hills to Uzuncaburç.  En-route we see several 

monumental tombs that resemble houses in very good conditions.  

The sun is close to setting and the temperature is dropping fast.  We 
are at 1200m elevation.  At the ancient site of Diocaesarea-Olba 

we head straight for the colonnaded street, temple of Zeus Olbios 

and the city gate.  The massive watch tower is further aield and 
so is the Roman necropolis, which we reach just before the sun 

disappears behind the hill.  The necropolis is made up mostly of 

rock-cut tombs and sarcophagi.  Only 4km away is the remnants of 

a large Roman aqueduct.  We decide to set up camp right beside the 
aqueduct.  After a nice meal and a glass of wine we hear suddenly 

a motorcycle approaching and within minutes a knocking on the 

backdoor.  The fellow does not speak English, but with the help of 

his I-phone translator app he is able to communicate to us that he is 

the caretaker of this site and that we could get into trouble with the 

Jandarma if we stayed as they might think we are smugglers.  We 
continue the conversation via I-phone translation.  It is getting late 

and we are ready to relocate, but the local being all friendly gets into 

the back of the truck with us.  By now the I-phone battery has died 

and we are recharging it.  We share a glass of wine with him while 
we wait.  As time passes we are getting more tired but the fellow is 

in no hurry to leave.  Somehow both Mike and I get a weird feeling 

about the situation.  Thoughts like “is he waiting for someone else to 

come…” “What is going on?”  As the phone is recharged he makes 
some seemingly weird calls.  At that point Ruby climbs to the driver 

seat and starts the truck, hoping that he would get the message to 

leave, but there is no movement from him.  It is pitch black, dodging 

bushes and fallen stone blocks from the aqueduct we make it back 

to the asphalt road.  By now we are a few hundred meters from the 

fellow’s motorcycle and yet he seems not concerned or wanting to 

leave.  Freaked out, Ruby calls a Turkish friend in Kalkan and tell 

him of the situation.  With our friend as translator we are able to 
communicate that we want him to leave now.  Finally he exits the 

truck, apologizing to Mike that it was not his intention to scare us.  

We were in no mood to stay anywhere close to this site and headed 
in the dark to Adamkayalar another remote ancient site.  There is no 

one around as we park our truck close to the site, but our senses 

are on high alert and then we see headlights winding its way down 

toward us.  Two (2) guys on motocross bikes, riles drawn, pull up.  
Mike approaches them with a friendly “Merhaba” and explains to 

them in broken Turkish that we are Tourists and plan to stay the 

night.  That defused the situation; we were not smugglers, but just 

innocent tourists.  Exhausted we head for bed.
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A typical road side stop where produce, honey and çay are for sale; 

a perfect way to meet the locals.
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ANEMURIUM
This archaeological site covers a 

vast area. The present day ruins 

date mainly from the Roman 

period. A sight to be seen is the 

necropolis with its 350 individual 
tombs dotting the hillside.  Most 

tombs are barrel-vaulted chambers 

with some even having second 

stories and small courtyards.
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Three (3) large Baths have been found of which two (2) have been somewhat restored for public access. 
The most complete Bath is located close to the theatre were the entire building structure with its 

vaulted/arched rooms as a whole remains standing.
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The odeon (above) and the remains of the second excavated Bath (below)
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Segments of the aqueduct, city/citadel walls, old harbour, palaestra and Byzantine churches
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At a nice reststop of the D-400 we enjoy our lunch bought in the previous town of Bozyazi

It does not take long before we are joined by a local who shares his dessert with us
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GILINDIRE MAĞARASI CAVE (AYNALIGÖL CAVE) 
The cave was discovered by a Shepherd in 1999 and only opened to the public in 2014.  A 550m pathway 

descends 45m to the Aynalıgöl (Mirror Lake) passing by beautiful preserved natural formations.
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En-route to Uzuncaburç we pass numerous roomshaped monumental tombs dating from 2nd Century AD to 

the late Roman Period.  The 2-leveled tomb based on its architectural design and artistic characteristics 

belonged to an important family.  All the tombs have a Korinth design. Below is the city gate of Uzuncaburç.
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DIOCAESAREA-OLBA  
Most of the ruins of this ancient Roman city date from the 1st and 2nd Century AD.  Remnant are the 

Colonaded Street, a small Theatre, the Temple of Zeus Olbius, Nymphaeum, City Gate and Temple of Tyche. 
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Within walking distance is the ive-story watch tower dating back to the Hellenistic era
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Approximately half a kilometer further into the valley below is the Roman necropolis with its rock-cut tombs.

 

Several kilometers to the east of the Roman city an ancient aqueduct spans across a valley loor. 
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The aqueduct used to supply water to the Nymphaeum of the near-by Roman City Diocaesarea-Olba.

For us a perfect spot to set up camp.
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N
ovember 04, 2016:  Adamkayalar is a great site.  Unique in 
its own way.  A very steep descent in spots leads to some 
spectacular reliefs carved into the clif dating from the 

Roman era.  The early morning sun lights up the clif wall and reliefs.  
Returning to coastal highway D-400 we stop at the Mosaic Museum 
in Narlikuyu, which depicts a tiny mosaic of the Three Graces, 
Aglaia, Thalia and Euphrosyne in a 4th Century Roman bath.  A small 
restaurant on the seaside serves us an amazing Turkish breakfast.  
The entire area around Silifke is rich in archaeological sites.  Just 
a few kilometres inland from the coast are the caves of Heaven 
and Hell.  We visit irst the easy accessible cave called Gorge of 
Hell (Cehennem Mağarası).  These caves are large sinkholes.  The 
viewing platform extends out over the sinkhole for a better view.  The 
Chasm of Heaven (Cennet Mağarası) has 450 plus steps descending 
into the deep sinkhole.  At the entrance of the cave is the Chapel of 
the Virgin Mary.  Steps continue to drop into the cave of Typhon and 
its large cavern.  From here we backtrack to the coast and Kizkalesi 
where we stop at the waterfront to take a picture of the Maiden 
Castle that lies 300m of the shoreline.  On-shore the ruins of the 
Corycus Castle are still well preserved.  4km east along the D-400 
is the ancient Roman town of Elaiussa Sebaste.  The site dates from 
the Roman and Byzantine periods between 1st and 6th Century AD.  
Surprisingly there was a lot more excavated then we had expected.  
The theatre in the hillside, as well as the Byzantine Basilica are 
accessible without paying any admission.  We cannot believe that 
we have seen already numerous sites and the day is still young.  
Turning inland at Kızkalesi we reach Kanlıdivane, another ancient 
Roman-Byzantine city build around a limestone sinkhole.  The site 
has undergone extensive upgrade to make it more accessible to 

tourists.  New walkways lead to the Hellenistic Tower, takes in the 
Byzantine Churches and Temple Tombs.  Two (2) olive oil presses 
are on display as well.  We head further east.  North-west of Adana 
lays our next destination, the remains of a Roman Road.  In the 
middle of nowhere suddenly a 2km stretch of Roman road appears.  
Most of it is intact and there is even a milestone.  This is a highway 
Roman style, unique in the world since most of them have been 
paved over or removed.  The sun is setting and we set up camp 
close to the Roman road.  A family on a tractor stops by to say 
“Hello”, mainly curious about us.  A couple hours later they pass by 
again waving.  No more visitors.

ADAMKAYALAR  
The reliefs carved in the side of the eastern slope of the Şeytan Deresi (Devils’ Valley) are not easily 

accessable.  They date from between the 4th Century BC and 3rd Century AD.  It is believed that the reliefs 

were carved by the relatives of the dead in order to keep their memory alive.
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Some scenes are of funeral feasts and others show the dead either depicted 

alone or with their sons and spouses.
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The most striking relief shows the dramatic scene of a soldier leaving his wife and daughter.  A small 

dog can be seen approaching the soldier symbolising loyalty and relecting the unity of this family.
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Above the clif reliefs at 
Adamkayalar lies the ruins 

of a castle. We had camped here 

the previous night.

NARLIKUYU (GARDEN OF EDEN)  
The Roman Bath and the Floor Mosaic of Three Graces (Aglaia, Thalia and Euphrosine, daughters of Zeus)
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CAVES OF HEAVEN & HELL

The caves are large sinkholes.  The most 

famous are Gorge of Hell (Cehennem Mağarası) 
and Chasm of Heaven (Cennet Mağarası).

The Gorge of Hell can only viewed from the rim 
edge by a overhanging platform.  The Chasm of 

Heaven is accessible by some 450 steps. At the 
entrance to the Cave of Typhon lies the 

Chapel of the Virgin Mary
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CORYCUS CASTLE & KIZKALESI (MAIDEN CASTLE) 
The Maiden Castle is situated on a small island only a couple of hundred meters from the shoreline and 

in direct view of the Corycus Castle.  Both castles used to be connected by a causeway.
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ELAIUSSA SEBASTE

The city was founded in the 2nd 

Century BC.  It lourished under 
Roman Rule until its peak in the 3rd 

Century AD.  In the Byzantine period 

the churches were added. Today the 

theatre, agora, bath and churches 

have been excavated.
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KANLIDIVANE 
A Roman-Byzantine city built around a massive limestone sinkhole.
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Located along the edge of Chasm are numerous basilicas in various states of decay.  Reliefs are carved into 

the Chasm Rock walls and various monumental tombs are scattered on the outskirts of the city. 
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Old grave stones cover a vast area in the midst of the current archeaological site.   The site also displays 

grinding stones machanism for making olive oil and grinding other products.



- 31 -

SOLI / POMEIOPOLIS  
This ancient Roman city is located on the western side of modern city Mersin.  

Only the colonnaded road is currently accessible to the public.

Setting up camp directly beside the old Roman Road north of Adana.  Mike takes a very cold shower.
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ROMAN ROAD
Located north of Adana close to the village of Sağlıklı, this well preserved Roman Road runs 

approximately 2km. It is said to be constructed in the 1st Century AD and used until the 4th Century AD.  
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The road starts at a re-built monumental gate. It even has a couple of milestones with inscriptions.
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YILANKALE 
(SNAKE CASTLE)

An Armenian Castle dating from 

the 12th -13th Century AD

N
ovember 05, 2016:  First stop of the day is Yılankale (Snake 
Castle) located north-east of Adana.  The Armenian Castle 

dates from the 12th – 13th Century AD period.  Just as we 

arrive a minivan with British Tourists pulls up as well.  It turns out 

we know each other.  The Brits are also living in our home village 

Kalkan. They are on a one week excursion taking in the sites of 

Central Turkey.  It never seems to amaze us what a small world 

it is.  The castle is a scramble to get into, but the views are great.  

The parking lot has a small restaurant where we sit down for some 

eggs over easy with spicy Turkish sausage and Çay.  From here it 

is 30 some km to Anazarbus (Anavarza) an ancient Roman City.  

After parking the truck and entering the site, we are joined by a 

couple of local boys on a bicycle, keen to show us around.  We 
do not mind as it is a massive site with ruins scattered all over the 

place. The Romans used to call the city Caesarea near Anazarbus.  

Today not much remains.  The ruins in Anavarza consist of a 1500m 

long city wall with 20 bastions, four (4) entrances, a colonnaded 

street, a bath house and a church.  Further aield are the remnants 
of a stadium and theatre.  Overlooking the ancient site is Anavarza 

Castle and its massive fortiied walls perched some 200m up on an 
outcrop of limestone.  We end our tour of the site with the boys at a 

covered sarcophagi.  A picture with the uncovered sarcophagi and 

the boys is our souvenir.  From Anazarbus we head to the open-

air Museum of Karatepe-Aslantaş.  It is located in the forested hills 
of the Osmaniye province, right along the shores of Ceyhan River.  

This Hittite site dates back to the 8th Century BC.  A citadel and 

its two gates are visible.  The inner walls of the gate are adorned 

with sculptures of lions and sphinxes.  The inscriptions and reliefs 

depict cultural, mythological and daily-life scenes carved on blocks 

of basalt.  A bilingual text in Phoenician and Hieroglyphic Luwian, 

the longest known texts in these languages, is inscribed on slabs 

of each gate with a third one in Phoenician on the Divine Statue, 

constituting the key for the inal decipherment of the Hieroglyphs, 
being thus reminiscent of the famous Rosetta Stone. (info from Tour 

Guide Burak H. Sansal’s website).  We make a beeline to Antakya 
(Hatay) 150km south.  The Hatay province has a diferent feel to it.  
Money seems to be present and lots of industry.  Being only 60km 

from the Syrian border we opted to take a hotel.  Thus, military and 

police are only sparesly present.  The North Hotel is 170TL/night, 

located on a major road interchange within Antakya.  The best part is 

the restaurant beside the hotel, which serves some amazing mezes, 

fresh baked bread and huge Künefee.  Prices are very reasonable.
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CAESAREA 

(ANAZARBUS) 
The Roman city was named 

Caesarea by Emperor Augustus 

in 19 BC.  Not much remains of 

the walled city with the exception 

of the ruins of the entrance gates, 

colonnaded street, a bath house 

and a church.
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Evidence of the Byzantine Period

High above the Roman City of Ceasarea lies the Anavarza Kalesi (Castle)
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Certain things are stereotypical of 

Turkey.  This age and model of 

Renault is found all over Turkey.  

These cars seems to go everywhere 

and last forever.

KARATEPE-ASLANTAŞ 
The former Hittite fortress lies on the shore lines of the artiical Aslantaş Lake (from the dammed Ceyhan 

River).  Archaeologists believe that the site dates as far back as 8th - 7th Century BC.  Deciphered inscriptions 

describe that the fortress was built by Azatiwas, the king of Quwê, a Neo-Hittite kingdom.
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The fortress has two (2) monumental gates.  We enter through the southern gate and are greeted 
by the a statue of the bearded Storm God.
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The basalt stones are richly decorated with hieroglyphs and reliefs. They depict the scene of Azatiwas’s 
banquet, hunting, animals and demons, people and gods. The southern gate also includes the famous 

Karatepe Bilingual block, an inscription in the Phoenician alphabet and Hieroglyphic Luwian.
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The reliefs of the northern gate are equally impressive as those from the southern gate. Unique to this gate are 

the two (2) stone statues of sphinxes, with the head of a human and the body of a lion.
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The hieroglyphs and reliefs of the northern gate depict similar scenes as those found at the southern gate.  

Several basalt stones are covered in Karatepe Bilingual.
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CASTABALA

HIERAPOLIS

The archaeological indings 
places the sites lifespan from 

the 2nd millenium BC to 

the Roman Imperial and Late 

Roman period.

Present day all that is left 

are the ruins of a colonnaded 

street,  theatre, bath and 

fort on the hill.

N
ovember 06, 2016:  Our Turkey Lonely Planet edition is 

dated from 2006, and therefore a bit out of date, as we ind 
out when we pull up to the old downtown location of the 

Hatay Archaeology Museum.  It moved in December of 2014 close 

to the Church of St. Peter.  The Hatay Archaeology Museum is one 

of the great museums of the world.  It was purpose built to display 

the 1st to 5th Century AD Roman and Byzantine Mosaics unearthed 

at the nearby sites of Tarsus and Daphne.  There is also a section 

displaying artefacts found at the Hittite mound near Dörtyol.  We 
knew it would be one of the highlights of this trip.  Leaving the big 

city we head south-west to Çevlik, located on the coast 5km north-

west of Samandağ.  We have come for the Titus and Vespasian 
Tunnel, which was engineered by the Romans and completed in 

the 2nd Century AD.  The project was started by Vespasian who 

engineered the 1.4km long channel with tunnels, cut through rock to 

divert seasonal loods that silted over the ancient habour of Seleucia 
Pieria (Seleucia by the Sea).  The engineering feat is unique in the 

world.  The town itself located on the sea side looks a bit run down 

and the sand beach seems not that appealing.  We have some 

fresh yogurt for breakfast in the back of our truck and head back to 

Antakya. En-route we stop at a road side Tandir or Tandoori bread 

making place, where women place lat bread dough on the inside 
of a round clay oven which is ired by blazing red coal at the base.  
The women are excited and happy to see our interest in their work 

and are happy to have their picture taken while baking.  In the end 

they send us on our merry way with few free breads.  In Antakya we 

cannot resist stopping at the restaurant we had eaten the previous 

night and order some take-away mezes.  While waiting we indulge 
in a freshly made Künefee. From Antakya we continue north-east, 

getting as close as only 5km from the Syrian border.  Surprisingly 

there seems to be little to no military or police check-stops.  Our 

destination is the open-air museum of Yesemek, approximately 

20km north of the Syrian border.  The sun starts to set as we arrive 

and we decide to camp right there beside a sea of red peppers that 

were laid out in the parking lot for drying.  During the night in the 

early hours of the morning we can hear Fighter jets going above us, 

a reminder of the situation in the neighbouring country.
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HATAY ARCHAEOLOGY MUSEUM
A section of the museum is dedicated to the artefacts found at the Hittite mound near Dörtyol
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The Hatay Archaeology Museum in Antakya (former Hatay) was purpose built to display the 1st to 5th 

Century AD Roman and Byzantine Mosaics unearthed at the nearby sites of Tarsus and Daphne. 

The  Museum even reconstructed the rooms in which the Mosaics were found.
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1500m2 of the Museum opened in 2014 to the public, with another 1200m2 to open in 2017.  It incorporates 
state of the art technics to display the Mosaics. Elevated galleries allow for aerial view of loor mosaics.  

Other mosaics are stood upright against the museum walls allowing visitors a close up view.
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The Mosaic of Oceanus and Tethys, surrounded by 

ish, dolphins and Eros igures.

Mosaic of Andromeda-Perseus and Dancers
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The Mosaic of Deserted Ariadne.  The top of the mosaic is adorned with eagles and gryphons 

and the bottom part is ornamented with geometrical patterns.



- 48 -

The above mosaic is made up of several framed mosaics.  Starting on top with the Eros and the Psyches, 

in the centre King Lycurgus ighting against vine branches, to the right is Daphne trying to escape from Apollo 
and to the left Young Satyros with the reins of a lion in his hand.
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The Mosaic of Drunken Dionysus leaning on a satyr and a 

panther drinking the wine that is being spilled from the goblet.
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Above is the Yakto Mosaic consists of three sections.  At the centre is the Megalopshchia (Great Spirit) igure 
surrounded by hunters.  The outer border depicts daily life and architectural texture of Antioch.

Below left the Mosaic of Thalassa the Sea, with Thalassa holding an oar in one hand and a dolphin in the other.



- 51 -

The Mosaic depicts Artemic (Artemis) at the centre, the protector of nature and the hunt; 
both wild and tame animals are under her protection.
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TITUS AND VESPASIAN TUNNEL
Engineered by the Romans and completed in the 2nd Century AD.  A 1.4km long channel with tunnels was cut 

through rock to divert seasonal loods that silted over the ancient habour of Seleucia Pieria.
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We could not resist stopping at this Tandir lat bread making place on the side of the road between Samandağ 
and Antakya.  The further east one travels the more common is it to ind these Tandir ovens.



- 54 -

In Antakya we stop for the famous Künefee & take-away mezes before heading NE passing the sign to Aleppo

En-Route to Yesemek we skirt the Syrian border and set up our Camp for the night beside these Red Peppers 
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N
ovember 07, 2016:  Up with the sun we start wandering 
around the open air museum, which has some 300 Hittite 
carved stones, mostly uninished, scattered all over the 

hillside.  It turns out the site is an ancient Hittite sculpture school 
with the quarry close by.  Between the periods of the 15th to the 8th 

Century BC, Yesemek was the largest stone quarry and sculpture 
workshop in the Near East.  Another highlight of our trip to eastern 
Turkey.  Half-way up the hill of the open air museum we are joined 
by Ali, the caretaker, who continues to show us around the site.  
Without him we would have missed some of the key sculptures.  
He also gave us a brochure and other useful information of the 
Gaziantep province.  We head further north-east to the big city 
of Gaziantep and the amazing Zeugma Museum.  This museum 
was again purpose built to display the unearthed mosaics from the 
nearby ancient Roman garrison town of Zeugma.  The mosaics had 
to be recovered in a very short time period back in 2000 to save 
them from being looded by the everyday rising waters due to the 
construction of the Birecik Dam on the Euphrates River.  To get a 
sense of the full scale mosaic recovery one has to watch the 25:50 
minute documentary called “The Conservation of the Roman town 
of Zeugma 2000-2004”.  Easily found on you-tube.  The museum 
is world class.  As we head east from Gaziantep past Sanliurfa, the 
military and police presents intensiies.  On the east side of Sanliurfa 
lays the important site of Gobekli Tepe.  The pre-historic site is said 

to be the oldest Temple in the World dating to circa 10,000 BC.  It has 
been on our bucket list for a while and as it turns out it will stay on 
it.  We arrive at the site only to be disappointed, that it is closed until 
December 31 for restoration to make it easier accessible to tourists.  
We decide to push on to Mardin.  Military and Police Check-stops 
are getting more frequent, as we are skirting the Syrian border.  The 
situation deinitely feels tense.  The sun has set as we arrive in the 
old part of town of Mardin.  We pull up to a large seemingly deserted 
hotel called Büyük Mardin Oteli.  Three (3) men stand in-front of 
the once grand hotel and conirm to us that it is open.  Mike parks 
the truck and follows me into the hotel.  We instantly feel a déjà vu, 
stepping back in time to our Yemen trip in 2006 in Marib.  The lobby 
is deserted, however the lady at reception is dressed the part.  The 
room is 150TL/night and we asked to see it.  We are on the 4th loor, 
only one elevator is working, the neglect to the premises since the 
downturn of tourism due to the conlict can be seen everywhere.  
However the room is massive and clean, not much more we can 
ask for.  The huge empty parking lot is securely fenced in and 
the entrance gate maned by a guard.  We opted to take the truck 
instead of walking in the dark to ind a restaurant for some dinner.  
We encounter almost no traic, but lots of heavy armoured vehicles.  
We stop at a small restaurant for some Tavuk Şiş and salad.  The 
food is great, but the area does make us uneasy.

YESEMEK
The largest known Hittite and Neo-Hittite open-air sculpture workshop and quarry. It shows methods of 

quarrying and shaping basalt blocks and provides examples of every stage in the production of rough-outs of 

sphinxes, lions, reliefs and statues. The Craftsmen were of Hurrian origin during the period of the Hittite 
Empire (15th-12th Centuries BC), and Aramaean origin in the Neo-Hittite period (10th-8th Centuries BC).
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ZEUGMA MOSAIC MUSEUM
The largest mosaic Museum in the world, located in Gaziantep, has an exhibition area of 7000m2. As the 

name of the Museum implies the mosaics displayed are from the ancient city of nearby Zeugma. The rooms, 

including the original mosaics, of the Poseidon and Euphrates Villa have been reconstructed.
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Most of the mosaics displayed at the Museum from the ancient Zeugma city were salvaged during the 

2000 to 2004 excavations, due to the rising waters of the newly built dam on the Euphrates River.  

Zeugma was founded in the 3rd-4th century B.C. by Seleucus Nicator I.
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The loor mosaic to the right was located in the dining room of the villa and depicts Akratos and Euphrosyne.
The left mosaic shows Oceanos and Tethys surrounded by ish, dolphins and Eros igures.
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The Mosaic of Demeter, 

the goddess of 

agriculture, wearing a 

crown of lowers and 
ears of wheat. Inside 

the outer circle are 

eight (8) axe blades.

This mosaic of the god of Euphrates was located in an octagonal pool loor.  
Out of Euphrates jug the River Euphrates lows. 
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The Achilles (Akhilleus) Mosaic, covered the bottom of the pool in the Poseidon Villa.  The Mosaic depicts 
Achilles, disguised as a maiden with arms to join Odysseus at the War of Troy.
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The above loor mosaic depicts two (2) separate scenes.  Below to the left Dionysus can be seen in a cart 
pulled by two panthers controlled by Nike with a dancing Bakkha in front. To the right is Daedalus (second 

from right) and his son Icarus (on the right) working. Sitting on the throne is Pasiphae.
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The Europa Mosaic tells the story of Europa who was the daughter of Agenor, and also beloved by Zeus. 

Zeus took the form of a bull and took her away to Crete.
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The loor mosaic found in the entrance hall of the Poseidon villa, depicting Psyche (spirit) and 
her lover Eros (love) rejoining.  The border of the mosaic is lined with fertility masks.



- 67 -

Antiope approached by a Satyr (above)

Galatea, a mermaid goddess (below)
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Theonoe Mosaic.  She is a daughter of Eqyption King Proteus and Psammathe.
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The mosaic to the left is of Parthenope and Metiokhos in love sitting on a bench. To the right is the Mosaic of 

Satyros and Antiope from the guest room of the Poseidon villa.  Below is the Aphrodite’s Birth Mosaic.
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Above’s loor mosaic shows Perseus holding on to Andromede’s arm while carrying the Medusa’s head in the 
other hand.  The loor mosaic below has been titled the Women at Breakfast as well as the Drama Group. 

It is inscribed by the mosaic artist Zoimos of Samsota.
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The mosaic depicts Poseidion riding a Hippocam 
pulled by horses while holding a pitchfork.  In the 

lower part of the mosaic are Oceanos and Tethys.
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The Mosaic of Drunken Dionysus
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Geometric patterned loor mosaics are found throughout the villas.  
The centre mosaic used to be located in the bedroom of the Dionysus villa.
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Reconstruction of a latrines and baths.



- 75 -

The Gypsy Girl Mosaic, was excavated from the dining room loor of the House of the Gypsy Girl (Maenad).  At 
the museum the Mosaic is displayed in a separate room and lash is not allowed to be used.  Below gives a 
perspective of where the segment was located in the overall loor mosaic. Portions of the remainder of the 
Mosaic have been located in a US Museum.  In 2017 Ruby created a copy of the Gypsy Girl (framed image).
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N
ovember 08, 2016:  In the morning we drive to the old 

centre of Mardin and park in-front of the museum.  The 

museum is housed in the restored building originally 

constructed by Antakya patriarch İgnatios Behnam Banni a Syrian 
catholic patriarchate.  The artefacts in the museum are from between 

4000 BC to the 7th Century BC.  The exhibition rooms display 

archaeological and ethnographical items found in the surrounding 

area of Mardin.  The entire time we are at the museum we are 

outnumbered by security guys, all very friendly.  It must be a rarity 

to have visitors.  From the museum we stroll along the main street.  

We are somewhat disappointed at the modern look of the buildings.  
Mardin is portrayed in the guidebooks as this beautiful old town 

with a middle eastern feel perched on the hillside, with labyrinths of 

small little alleyways, honey coloured houses and minarets; where 

the Kurdish, Yezidi, Christian and Syrian cultures merge.  This is 

how Mardin probably used to be in the last century.  Now white ugly 

buildings pop up everywhere in the midst of the old town, destroying 

the unique panorama of Mardin.  From Mardin we continue onwards 

to Deynel Zafaran Monastery, but do not enter it.  Dara, a great 

Roman site, is too risky for us to visit, being right near the border 

with Syria.  We decide to head for Savur.  It is a pretty drive through 
a barren honey-coloured landscape, with rocky clifs and tall skinny 
trees on the bottom of the valley.  We are stopped at the military 
check-point entering Savur and our vehicle thoroughly searched.  

They thought we are Journalists.  Exploring the village we get a 

bit lost/stuck with the truck in the narrow alleyways.  Upon exiting 

the village a couple of local women start a ire in a round Tandir 
bread oven.  Perfect picture opportunity.  Both women immediately 

warm up to us as we use the few words we know in Turkish to 

make conversation.  Only once we returned to the truck we notice 

the military check-point less then 20m away starring at us.  It could 

have been a tricky situation, as pictures are of limits around military 
/ police strongholds.  Another hour drive lays Hasankeyf.  This is as 

far East as we planned to go on this trip.  We park the truck between 
two (2) military vehicles across the new bridge.  Our timing could not 

be better as an oicial event just starts to take place across the road.  
Numerous men, dressed in traditional Kurdish folk costume started 

to perform a dance/enactment of a story.  The oicials are seated on 
a long table taking in the performance.  As we watch we are asked 

to join and have cake.  Refusal of course is not accepted.  After the 

festivities we are of to explore Hasankeyf which lies on both sides 
of the Tigris River.  10 years ago the Lonely Planet mentioned that 

the Ilısu Dam in works would cover it one day.  Here we are, years 
later and yes the dam is getting built, the by-pass road as well.  The 

most important historic landmarks of Hasankeyf are supposed to 

be relocated to the new site, called Hasankeyf Culture Park.  The 

remains of the old bridge provide a scale of how grand and important 

the town must have been during the Roman period.  The entrance to 

the Great Palace located on the north side of the fortress is closed 

and has been for ive (5) years.  We are told it is due to falling rock.  
It is a shame as the area includes the Acropolis with its 2000 some 

cave houses.  There is still one viewing point accessible at the small 

fortress from where we can see the Small Palace and its relief of 

two (2) lions over the window across the gorge.  From here we are 

also able to see the ruins of the Sultan Suleman Qulliye (Mosque), 

the still operating El-Rizk Mosque, the Tomb Zeynelbey (the irst 
historic landmark to be moved), the Arturks bath and the ruins of 

Imam Abdullah Mausoleum.  Walking back over the new bridge we 
have a good view of the summer caves on the other side of the 

Tigris River.  Back on the road we now head back west and set up 

camp just on the outskirts of Diyarbakir on the banks of the Tigris 

River, wondering how many other people over the past thousands 

of years have slept at this spot…a lot.

Arriving after dark we opt for a hotel room and local food in Mardin

Our truck is the only vehicle in the hotel parking lot
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MARDIN MUSEUM
The museum is housed in the restored patriarchate center building & has a wide range of artefacts on display
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Mardin is perched on the hillside overlooking the vast plains.  With its honey coloured houses and minarets, 

labyrinths of small little alleyways, it feels middle eastern.
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The old city is a melting pot of Kurdish, Yezidi, Christian cultures. 
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As we travel further east through 

small forgotten villages from 

Mardin to Hasankeyf, we encounter 
the stark contrast between old and 

new.  A truck loaded with rocks 

followed by a man on the cell 

phone riding a cart pulled by a 

horse.  Women airing rugs.  Roads 

“almost” too small for modern 

vehicles.  Preparing breakfast in a 

clay oven or on a stove in the back 

of our truck.
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In Hasankeyf we stumble upon a local festivity, with dignitaries present and a Kurdish folk dance being 
performed. While watching we are invited to join the festivities and have some cake.
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HASANKEYF
One of the oldest continuously inhabited settlements in the world with a history of over 10,000 years 
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Located on both sides of the Tigris River, the Assyrians called the settlement Castrum Kefa (Castle of the Rock). 
The Roman fortress dates to around 300AD. In the 5th Century AD the city under Byzantine rule became Cephe.  

The limestone clifs are dotted with 1000’s of human made caves, the valley below covered in monuments.
Unfortunately most of the history will be lost to the rising waters of the new Ilisu Dam to be completed by 2019.
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In the old quarters of Hasankeyf we watch as an elderly weaves a carpet

N
ovember 09, 2016:  The city walls, towers and gates of 

the town of Diyarbakır were only this year (2016) added to 
the UNESCO World Heritage List.  The wall is 5km long, 

10m high, 3-5m thick; include four (4) gates and (82) watch towers 

dating back to the Roman era. The town has seen its share of unrest 

both due to the Kurdish/Turkish issue and Syrian civil war.  Heavy 

duty security and military presence make it almost impossible to 

take pictures of the gates.  We still take a picture of the Urfa Kapisi 
(West gate) only to be immediately advised of no photos.  Ahead of 
schedule we decide to stop at the actual excavation site of ancient 

Zeugma just east of Gaziantep.  The dammed water of the Euphrates 

River is still high and most of the excavated Roman villas are under 

water, but we are able to visit one of the villas excavated on higher 

ground on Ayvaz Tepe, protected by a huge enclosure.  The current 

enclosure includes several Villas including the House of Dionysus 

and the House of Danae.  In Gaziantep we stop in at the Gaziantep 

Archaeology Museum, but it is closed for refurbishment.  We spend 
the night in the forested hills close to the village of Karatepe (the 

ancient Hittite site) just north-east of Adana.
Camped on the banks of the Tigris River on the 

outskirts of Diyarbakır
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DIYARBAKIR’S ANCIENT CITY WALLS
The 5km long, 10m high and 3-5m wide wall of Diyarbakır was added to the UNESCO World Heritage list in 

only 2016.  It includes (4) gates and (82) watch towers dating from the Roman area.
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Breakfast at Site

THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE OF ZEUGMA
After seeing the amazingly restored mosaics in the Zeugma Mosaic Museum in Gaziantep, we could not resist 

paying a visit to the actual ancient settlement of Zeugma.
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Both the House of Dionysus and the House of Danae have escaped the lood waters of the Dam 
completed in 2000 due to its higher up location on the northern slope of Ayvaz Tepe.  The residential 

quarters date to the 2nd and 3rd Century AD and are today on display for the public.

Last night camp near Karetepe
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BONUS INFO
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